
SALE OF  WATER UTILITY LAND SALE OF  WATER UTILITY LAND 

Is the land you are selling necessary
for the utility to serve its customers?

Was the land ever purchased or used
as water resource land*?

Yes and it’s
still being used

Apply for an
exemption under 35-

A M.R.S. 
§ 1101 (4)

Yes

Yes
No

 A utility needs PUC approval
to be able to sell, lease or put
land in a conservation
easement.  Without
Commission approval the
sale could be void.

NoIt was but it is no
longer being used

Is it under 5 contiguous acres?

No

Must comply with:
 PUC Rule Chapter 691,

35-A MRS § 6109 &
35-A M.R.S. § 1101

This flyer is intended for informational purposes only. This information is not legal advice and does not set any legal
standard. Regulated public utilities must comply with Maine law and regulations and should consult with legal counsel
for interpretation of laws and regulations.

*Water resource land is land that is owned by a water utility for the purposes of providing a source of supply, storing
raw water or protecting sources of supply or raw water storage, including reservoirs, lakes, ponds, rivers or streams,
wetlands and watershed areas. It however, does not include any land on which a utility has built a facility that is
used exclusively for storing water as part of that utility's transmission and distribution system.

Find out what rules and statutes applyFind out what rules and statutes apply
If the land is necessary and useful to the utility, the PUC must grant approval of land 
sale. The PUC makes the determination on what is necessary and useful, so utilities should
submit a request to the PUC and it will be reviewed to determine if the approval is needed. 

Must comply with: 35-A
M.R.S. § 1101


